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SOUTH DAKOTA

Rev. Scott Sailer
District President 

Have you ever 
heard this? It’s 
the mission 

statement of The 
Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod and 
of our South Dakota 
District:

“In grateful re-
sponse to God’s grace and empow-
ered by the Holy Spirit through 
Word and Sacraments, the mission 
of The Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod is vigorously to make known 
the love of Christ by word and deed 
within our churches, communities, 
and the world.”

How’s that for a strong, action-filled 
statement! It describes a church in mis-
sion, not one that is standing still. The 
church in mission was evident at our 
Synod convention last month in Tampa. 
The convention celebrated our church 
connections around the world and 
passed resolutions urging “active wit-
ness,” the planting of churches and the 
strengthening of multi-ethnic outreach. 
God lead and empower us to carry out 
this vigorous Gospel work!

In the South Dakota District, God is 
moving in some new ways to make 
known the love of Christ. But before 

See MESSAGE, page 3

I share those, we must acknowledge 
and thank God for the “old” ways: the 
faithful and steady ministry of our con-
gregations and schools throughout the 
state, week after week. Yes, regularly, 
Christ is proclaimed, His forgiveness is 
shared and God’s people are faithfully 
fed. Summertime means extra effort 
being given by congregation members, 
including making known the love of 
Jesus through vacation Bible school, 
Camp Minneboji, mission trips and ser-
vant events. These are among the good, 
“old” ways! Thank you Lord!

Here are some of the new ways:
• Trinity Mission in Belle Fourche 
St. Paul Lutheran Church, Spearfish, is 
planting this church. Nineteen wor-

The choir of Zion, 
Presho, enter 
service with song 
on Sunday, June 2. 
They are pictured 
with Rev. Don 
McKillop, Zion 
vacancy pastor.

shipers attended the first service in 
their rented, store-front space on Sat-
urday, June 15. That morning, Trinity 
“members” had knocked on 300 to 400 
doors and engaged in many conversa-
tions about plans to hold services and 
start a congregation. 

Rev. Don McKillop is helping these 
dedicated people of God in vigorously 
making Christ known in Belle Fourche 
and, hopefully, throughout the ranch-
lands of northwest South Dakota.

•  New tri-point parishes in south- 
central South Dakota

“Together we are stronger” is the motto 
of several congregations on and near 

‘Vigorously making 
known the love of Christ’
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Revs. 
Thomas 
Brown, 
left, and 
Ryan 
Janke

The congregations of Christ, Winner; Zion, 
Hamill; and Trinity, Reliance, came together 
for worship as a three-point parish on Sun-
day, May 19, at Zion.

After the benediction, Rev. Thomas Brown, 
Mitchell Circuit visitor, gave a review of the 
efforts that had been made to bring together 
the three congregations. A motion to ratify 
the parish agreement was made and second-
ed, and the vote proceeded unanimously. 
The new call documents were presented 
to Rev. Ryan Janke, who accepted the call 
to serve. This was followed by a round of 
applause in thanksgiving to our Lord and 
His provision. Pastor Janke requested and 
received a peaceful release from his previous 
call to Christ, Winner, and Zion, Hamill.

The members of Christ and Zion unani-
mously approved dissolving the old dual 
parish. With previous approval from Rev. 
Scott Sailer, South Dakota district president, 
Brown installed Pastor Janke. After singing 
a hymn, a wonderful meal was served in the 
church basement. 

The Aberdeen Area Lutherans For Life (LFL) held its first annual Walk for Life at 
Wylie Park in Aberdeen. More than 60 participated and nearly $1,000 was raised 
to support the LFL mission.March for life

Congregations form 
three-point parish

In May 2018, a team of 12 servants from Faith, 
Pierre, traveled to El Paso, Texas, to participate 
in evangelism and service projects in Juarez, 
Mexico, through Ysleta Lutheran Mission 
(YLM) Human Care.

They are Pam Schochenmaier, Hanah Scho-
chenmaier, Adam Schochenmaier, Brock 
Zeeb, Brian Zeeb, Jared Doud, Paul Kenefick-
Aschoff, Dennis Ryckman, Carolyn Ryckman, 
Samuel Ryckman, Cassandra Ryckman and 
Joshua Ryckman.

YLM (ylm.org) is an LCMS Recognized Service 
Organization that provides relief and human 
care services while planting and nurturing 
missions on the U.S./Mexico border (El Paso/
Juarez region). Founded in 1982, YLM provides 
aid and ministry services that benefit the lives 
of thousands of people every year.

Faith members 
serve in Mexico

Seeing double?
Rev. Dr. Roland Ziegler, 
left, and Rev. Larry 
Johnson of Webster 
were at the South Da-
kota District Pastors 
Conference in Pierre in 
April, and those who 
attended noticed a 
strong resemblance.
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Send submissions for the 
district supplement to:
Vonda Sturzenbecher
▶  vsturzenbecher@yahoo.com
▶  8605 Woodland Dr.;  

Black Hawk, SD 57718
The deadline for the October issue is  
Aug. 15. 

MESSAGE (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

ACCEPTED
▶  Rev. Jesse Davis, First 

English/Zion, Cen-
terville/Hurley, 
accepted the call 
to Faith, Minne-
apolis, June 23.

DECLINED
▶  Rev. Ben Theiss, Holy Cross/Trinity/

Immanuel, Onida/Blunt/Harrold, 
declined a call to Zion/Zion, Browns 
Valley, Minn./Claire City, July 8.

VACANCIES 
▶  Brandon, Blessed Redeemer  

(associate)

▶  Centerville/Hurley, First English/
Zion

▶ Corona/Wilmot, Trinity/Our Savior
▶ Leola, St. Paul
▶  Menno/Scotland,  

Immanuel/St. Paul
▶  Sioux Falls, Zion  

(associate)

▶  Sioux Falls, Faith (associate)

Call 
InformationI-90. Zion, Hamill; Trinity, Reliance; 

and Christ-Winner are a new parish. 
Rev. Ryan Janke is its pastor. Another 
new parish is St. Paul, Draper; Messi-
ah, Murdo; and Zion, Presho. Rev. Ray 
Greenseth is its pastor. 

Collaboration and the desire to be ever 
brighter lights of the Gospel marked the 
discussions about moving from various 
dual parishes into these tri-parishes.

•  Missionary-at-Large for Northern 
Lincoln County (south Sioux Falls 
and Harrisburg)

The Sioux Falls area in general and 
Lincoln County in particular reveal a 
population that is largely unchurched 
— more than 60 percent of Lincoln 
County! Noting this, the district’s Board 
of Directors, after holding conversa-

tions with our pastors in Sioux Falls, 
have made the move toward planting a 
congregation. 

The board’s goal is to call an LCMS 
pastor who has an aptitude for church 
planting. (At this writing, no call has 
been extended yet.) The new location 
of Sioux Falls Lutheran School (inter-
section of I-29 and I-229 in southwest 
Sioux Falls) will be the site of the 
worship services led by the missionary. 
That being the case, as a part of his 
ministry description, he will also serve 
as chaplain of the Lutheran school.

Thank you, Lord, for these new ways of 
making known Your love! May we do so 
vigorously — confident in the power of 
Your Gospel to grow where it is planted.

As Bethesda, Hot Springs, celebrates its Centennial, the congregations also rejoic-
es that among the members is a married couple who are each over 100 years old, 
Mae and Harlan Niedermyer.

Mae Niedermyer (103) was born April 14, 1916, in Mabank, Texas. Her husband, 
Harlan, was born June 19, 1918 (101) in Pisgah, Iowa. Mae, a registered nurse, and 
Harlan, an X-ray technician, met while employed at the Department of Veterans 
Affairs in Denver. 

They moved to Hot Springs from Denver in 1967 and joined Bethesda when Rev. 
Martin Leedahl was pastor. For the Niedermyers, it was nice to attend a smaller 
church, where it was more intimate and easier to become acquainted with the 
members. 

They enjoyed Older Workers in the Lord’s Service (OWLS). The Niedermyers still 
live in their own apartment. They celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary at 
Bethesda and are now married for 67 years.

Celebrating in Hot Springs
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Lisa Asmus
LWML South Dakota 
District President

With love from Lisa

tionship with the Triune God so she 
is enabled to use her gifts in ministry 
to the people of the world. The vision 
is that each woman is welcomed and 
encouraged to use her unique God-given 
gifts as she supports global missions and 
serves the Lord with gladness. 

What does that look like in your church? 
What would you like it to look like? 
Pray for guidance on how God can use 
you. Have a brainstorming time when 
you think about what you would like 
to see happen with Lutheran Women 
in Mission in your church. List ways to 
make that happen. If you want some 
younger and/or different people to be 
involved, invite one or two of them to 
the brainstorming event so you can get 
some of their ideas. Look at the program 
helps at LWML.org, where there are 
monthly meeting ideas that include de-
votions, skits, mission projects and more 
for each month to keep your gathering 
times fresh each time you meet. 

As the seasons in our lives change, our 
service often changes too. But it doesn’t 
mean that we stop serving. In prayer, 
ask: “Lord, where and how would you 
like me to serve?” An LWML devotion 
and skit that I used in a circle meeting 
recently, called Ima Servant, shared:

 Jesus told of the shepherd separating 
the sheep from the goats, “Then the 
King will say to those on his right, 
‘Come, you who are blessed by my 
Father; take your inheritance, the 

“How do we get 
people interested 
in the LWML?”

“How do we get 
our ladies to want 
to keep serving?” 

“How can we get 
young peo-
ple involved in 
LWML?”

“We always have 
10 percent of the people doing 90 
percent of the work. I’m tired and 
don’t want to do it all anymore.” 

Does this sound familiar? Maybe you’ve 
heard it. Maybe you’ve said it. It can 

be familiar questions in many of our 
congregations. Sometimes if what we’re 
doing isn’t working anymore, it is a good 
idea to re-evaluate and get back to our 
purpose. What do we want to do? How 
do we get there? Will change be neces-
sary? Remember, if you always do what 
you did, you’ll always get what you got.

LWML’s mission is to assist each woman 
of the LCMS in affirming her rela-

kingdom prepared for you since 
the creation of the world. For I was 
hungry and you gave me something 
to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me 
something to drink, I was a strang-
er and you invited me in, I needed 
clothes and you clothed me, I was 
sick and you looked after me, I was 
in prison and you came to visit me.’ 
… ‘I tell you the truth, whatever 
you did for one of the least of these 
brothers of mine, you did for me’ ” 
(Matt. 25:34-40).

Jesus is telling His disciples that to take 
care of Him, we only need to take care 
of those around us — just meet their 
needs. We begin with prayer, of course, 
just as Jesus always did. Then we can get 
busy. There is always something for us 
to do. Maybe we can’t get to the prison, 
but we can send cards. Maybe we don’t 
know any hungry, thirsty or unclothed 
people, but we can give to a food bank or 
mission center. Maybe we are unable to 
visit the sick, the lonely or the strangers 
in our community, but we can make 
phone calls to shut-ins each day to check 
on them and offer encouragement. 

We could help staple and sort the 
church newsletter or fold bulletins. Even 
when our physical bodies will not allow 
us to do anything else, we can ask others 
for prayer requests and pray for those in 
need. There is always some manner in 
which we can be a servant for our Lord.

Whatever serving looks like in your life, 
serve the Lord with gladness (Ps. 100:2) 
and give God the glory!

Guests receive 
meals from 
volunteers of 
Faith, Sioux 
Falls, at the 
Bishop Dudley 
Hospitality 
House home-
less shelter in 
2017. 

‘You did  
 for Me’

LWML South Dakota mission grant 
proposals for the 2020-22 biennium 
are due Aug. 31 to Ann Cruse at 1780 
Simmons Ave SE; Huron, SD 57350. 

Proposal guidelines can be obtained 
by emailing Ann at anncruse84@
gmail.com. Be specific in the need for 
the project and make sure the Gospel 
of our Risen Savior is always the cen-
ter of the mission.

Ann Cruse
VP of Gospel Outreach

GRANT PROPOSALS DUE
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Rev. Steve  
Weispfenning
LWML District  
Counselor

COUNSELOR’S CORNER

What did you do on your summer vacation? 
Perhaps you were asked that question when 
you were a kid. As school starts back up this 
month, I am sure that is a question that 
many teachers will ask their students.

What did I do on my summer vacation? I 
attended the LWML national convention 
in Mobile, Ala. Maybe you did too. Many of 
my previous summer vacations were spent 
traveling around the country to attend 
the LWML national convention — and I 
praise the Lord for it! Not only have I had 
the opportunity to visit many places in our 
wonderful nation that I might not have ever 
considered visiting, but I have also heard praises sung to the Lord, 
His salvation through Jesus proclaimed and stories of His glory 
at work through missionaries and LWML mission projects all 
around the world. As the chronicler wrote: 

“Sing to the Lord, all the earth! Tell of his salvation from day 
to day. Declare his glory among the nations”  
— 1 Chron. 16:23-24a

Even if you did not attend the LWML national convention, I hope 
that your summer was spent in praise to the Lord. Every Sunday 
is a “mini-vacation” from the troubles and burdens of this world, 
when we are given rest in Christ from sin and Satan. We get to 
sing praises to God for all that He has done for us through the 
death and resurrection of Jesus that has forgiven us our sins and 
won eternal life for us. 

The Good News of our salvation in Christ is poured out on us as 
the name of God that was placed on us in Baptism is invoked, and 
we recall how our sins were washed away in the blood of Jesus. 

It is spoken to us with 
the words of absolution, 
it is read and preached 
to us from the Word of 
God, and we taste it in 
the body and blood of 
our Lord, poured out for 
many for the forgiveness 
of sins in His holy meal. 
Because of all of this and 
more, we get to declare 
His glory with our time, 
talents and treasures as 
we serve our church and 
our neighbor in our daily lives with gladness.

So every day of our lives is a day that we get to praise the Lord for 
everything His has done for us through Jesus!

‘Praise to the Lord!’

Under the theme 
“Follow the Leader,” 
the LWML South 

Dakota District Retreat 
was held April 26–27 at 
Divine Shepherd, Black 
Hawk. There were 120 in 
attendance, including six 
pastors and one deacon-
ess.

All activities and presen-
tations were based on 
information gathered from 
the 2018 LWML’s As-
sembly of Leaders (AOL) 
training event. President 
Lisa (Asmus), VPs Susan 
(Swanson) and Nyla (Jur-
rens), and Counselor (Rev. 
Daniel) Grimmer attended 
the AOL event and shared 
what they learned at the 
district retreat. Topics 
explored included engaing 
and retaining volunteers, 
reaching different cultures 
and generations, structure, 
podium protocol, com-
munications and sharing 
leadership techniques.

Members of the LWML 
South Dakota District 
Board of Directors helped 

Two kingdoms, ONE mission
In a world that is increasingly hostile to Christians 
and God’s Word, we will have the opportunity during 
our Fall 2019 Christian Life Workshops 
to learn more about how to exercise 
our temporal liberties for the sake 
of proclaiming the eternal salva-
tion of Christ.

Rev. Dr. Gregory P. Seltz, execu-
tive director of the Lutheran Cen-
ter for Religious Liberty in Washing-
ton, D.C., will be our presenter. Seltz

in presenting sessions. 

A highlight of this event 
was Bible study. Our 
LWML district counselors, 
Revs. Grimmer and Steve 
Weispfennig led studies 
based on the disciples’ 
following of Jesus and on 
how we follow Jesus.

Special entertainment was 
provided by Linda Moha-
gen, a self-taught ventrilo-
quist from Reva.

Gifts from the Heart were 
gathered for Harvest Wind 
LLC sewing factory in Par-
malee and Divine Shepard 
Early Childhood Center, 
Black Hawk. Harvest Wind 
gifts included 242 pieces 
of fabric, batting and more 
than $500 in cash and gift 
cards. The early childhood 
center gifts included more 
than $600 in cash and gift 
cards.

Participants also opened 
their hearts to gifts for 
missions, with a collection 
of more than $945 in mite 
offerings.

Nancy Bogenhagen
Webmaster

Bible studies, giving 
highlight retreat
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LUTHERANS FOR LIFE

Attention 
youth!

Lutherans For Life of South Dakota, 
Inc. will sponsor up to eight young 
people (ages 14 to 35) to attend the 
Lutherans For Life Regional Confer-
ence to be held in Rochester, Minn., 
on Sept. 14.

Transportation, lodging and regis-
tration will be paid. Applicants will 
be taken on a first come-first served 
basis.

For more information, contact Jill 
Johnsen at jjohns8@yahoo.com or 
605-354-0147 or 605-458-2670.

Prayer list

August— 
Prayers for our schools
First Week: For our schools so that God 
will be present when decisions are made 
concerning our youth and communities.

Second Week: For our administrators, 
teachers and staff, that God would use 
them as Christian instruments in teaching 
our youth.

Third Week: For our Lutheran schools, so 
that God’s Word would fill the needs of all 
of the children and families.

Fourth Week: For all our school board 
members and administrators within our 
schools, that God would be their guide and 
biblical principles would be their focus.

Many people believe that a 
fetus is not a human being if 
it cannot live outside of the 

mother’s womb. This is the defini-
tion that abortion supporters use for 
the term “viability.” According to the 
Merriam-Webster Dictionary, viability 
means “the ability to live, grow, and 
develop.” Abortion is the killing of 
a human being that is living and 
developing. The most important thing 
that is wrong with abortion is that it is 
killing God’s most beautiful creation. 
As Christians, we should try to protect 
God’s creation. To help us with this, 
we should learn about abortion and 
what does being pro life mean, and 
to find Scripture to back up being 
pro-life.

Abortion is the most common way 
today to terminate a pregnancy that 
is not wanted. Being pro-life is stated 
as being against abortion. The pro-life 
defense is used by many Christians 
without even knowing what it means. 
Being a pro-life supporter is much 
more than being against abortion; it is 
protecting what is important to God. 
God loves His creation more than any-
thing and God loved us so much that 
He sacrificed His son for everybody, 
even for the unborn children.

The Bible is the one true source and 
a verse to back this up is John 6:68, 
which is: 

“Lord to whom shall we go? You 
have the words of eternal life.” 

Since God has the words of eternal 
life, He can help us with any issue, 

including abortion. Looking at God’s 
Word, we should begin in the begin-
ning, when God made creation perfect 
in His eyes (Gen. 1:27). God formed 
everybody in a special way, as stated in 
Ps. 139:13-14, 16:

“For you formed my inward parts; 
you knitted me together in my 
mother’s womb. I praise you, for 
I am fearfully and wonderfully 
made. Wonderful are your works; 
my soul knows it very well… Your 
eyes saw my unformed substance.” 

These verses mean that God saw 
us before we were even created or 
thought about. God put us together 
in a perfect form, and even though a 
mother does not see her unborn child 
when she aborts him, God sees them. 
Most of the time women truly only 
abort a child for the mother’s well 
being, and Isaiah asks this question:

“Can a woman forget her nurs-
ing child, that she should have 
no compassion on the son of her 
womb?” — Is. 49:15

God never forgets anybody, even the 
unborn baby or the unconceived child.

Being pro life includes using God’s 
Word to go against abortion, as God 
loves all of His creation. Even before 
we were conceived we were important 
to God and were loved by Him. God 
saw us before we were thought about 
in a human brain. Christian pro-lifers 
can work together and teach people 
about God’s love for everybody, even 
the unborn child that is about to be 
aborted.

Works cited
Suzanne R. Trupin, “Abortion”  
emedicinehealth, 2018:  
emedicinehealth.com/abortion/article_em. 
htm#abortion_overview_and%20history

Students 
for life
The following was written by 
Emily Nicole Winckler, a 10th-
grader who attended Black 
Hills Lutheran School and won 
first place in grades 9-12 of 
the Lutherans For Life of South 
Dakota, Inc. Essay Contest. 
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CALL DAY 
2019

Call Day was held at Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Ind., (CTSFW), 
on April 30. The night before, deaconess students and second-year seminarians 
found out where they will serve as an intern or vicar. Concordia Seminary, St. Louis 
(CSL), held both events on May 1. The following were called or placed to serve 
in the South Dakota District. They are pictured with Rev. Scott Sailer, district 
president.

CSL
From left, Bryan and Kate Meadows, 
associate pastor, Zion, Rapid City; Liz 
and Doug Slavens, associate pastor, 
Memorial, Sioux Falls; Sailer; Kev-
in Koester, associate pastor, Mount 
Calvary, Huron; and Joshua and Pam 
Vogel, vicar, Emanuel, Milbank.

CTSFW
Colin Ford has been 
called to serve as 
pastor of Concordia, 
Cresbard, and Imman-
uel, Wecota.

Registration is now open for the 2019 
LCMS National Disaster Response Con-
ference, “Joy:fully Lutheran in Midst of 
Disaster,” to be held Oct. 2–4 at Concordia 
Seminary, St. Louis. 

Attendees will learn about practical ways to 
serve those affected by disasters, as pastors, 
disaster coordinators and others who have 
experienced and responded to disasters in 
the past year share best practices concern-
ing mercy in the church.

Registration for the conference is $50/
person and includes lunch and dinner 
Oct. 2–3 and lunch Oct. 4. Breakfast is not 
included in registration.

After the conference, a free chainsaw-train-

ing event will be held off-campus Friday 
evening, Oct. 4, and Saturday morning, 
Oct. 5. The training is limited to 20 regis-
trants. 

Attendees are responsible for their own 
lodging. A discounted rate of $74, based 
on availability, has been arranged with the 
Hilton St. Louis Airport Hotel. For reser-
vations, call the hotel at 314-426-5500 and 
mention the LCMS Disaster Conference 
room block.

For more information and a full conference 
schedule, or to register, see lcms.org/ 
disaster-response-conference.

To learn more about LCMS Disaster Re-
sponse, visit lcms.org/disaster.

Register for disaster response conference

Rev. Brian Bucklew, then pastor 
of Zion, Delmont, hugs Sonia 
Wills in 2015 after a tornado 
swept through the area and 
destroyed the church along with 
surrounding buildings.
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Although its history wasn’t a long one, 
the impact of Black Hills Lutheran 
School (BHLS) in Rapid City will be 
felt for years to come. The grade 6-12 
school, which opened in 2012, closed 
at the end of the 2018-19 school year. 
Its closing was marked by a worship 
service on May 24 at Our Redeemer, 
Rapid City, the site of the school. 

The congregations belonging to the 
BHLS Association were Zion, Rapid 

From left, (front row, staff of BHLS) Mechelle Powers, Lacey Hoogland, Zoe 
Taylor, Andrew Wiggenhorn, Faith Hoppen, Carol Olson Long; (back row, closing 
service participants) Revs. Randy Sturzenbecher, Scott Sailer and Darren Olson.

Black Hills Lutheran School

Eight years of  
impacting lives for Christ

City; Peace, Rapid City; Our Redeemer, 
Rapid City; Bethlehem, Rapid City; 
Divine Shepherd, Black Hawk; and St. 
Paul, Spearfish. 

“Rejoice in the Lord always!” (Phil. 
4:4) were words shared by Rev. Darren 
Olson in his sermon, as he reminded 
those gathered at the closing service 
about what the Lord has accomplished 
at BHLS. Olson serves as South Dakota 
District executive secretary.

Best preschool!
After 12 years of recognition as a Local 
Best preschool, St. Falls Lutheran 
School (SFLS) is grateful and honored 
to be named the No. 1 preschool in 
Sioux Falls this year. 

Established as a preschool in 1977, 
SFLS is committed to providing a 
high-quality learning environment 
where play-based academics and the 
love of Jesus Christ are intertwined in 
equipping children to be “World Ready, 
Faith Secure.” The certified early child-
hood teachers have shepherded more 
than 5,000 young minds to know Jesus 
and have laid foundational skills to 
help them excel academically.

As the staff prepares to move to a new 
campus in the fall of 2019, it’s intro-
ducing a new full-time 2-year-old class 
as well as flexible preschool enrollment 
options for ages 3 and up. The staff 
offers its sincerest thanks to all who 
voted in this year’s Local Best competi-
tion (thelocalbest.com/sioux-falls). 

“Great is Your Faithfulness” is the 
theme for the 75th anniversary cele-
bration at Memorial Lutheran Church, 
Sioux Falls. The Lord continually bless-
es Memorial and His mercies never 
cease. Great is His faithfulness to the 
family of Memorial! 

The celebration will be held on Sunday, 
Sept. 8. Service begins at 9:30 a.m., 
featuring guest preacher and former 
Memorial pastor, Rev. Thomas Gud-
mundson, who now serves as senior 
pastor of St. Paul, Sheboygan Falls, Wis.

Lunch will be served and there will be 
activities.

Celebrate 75 years 
with Memorial


